
International Affairs Budget: On February 27, 2017, more than 120 retired three- and four-star 

generals and flag officers sent a letter to House and Senate leadership stating "The State 

Department, USAID, Millennium Challenge Corporation, Peace Corps and other development 

agencies are critical to preventing conflict and reducing the need to put our men and women in 

uniform in harm’s way" and called on Congress to “ensure that resources for the International 

Affairs Budget keep pace with the growing global threats and opportunities we face.” We ask 

Congress to maintain or increase the International Affairs budget. 

 

Travel Ban: On January 27, 2017, the Trump Administration issued an executive order that 

suspended admission of refugees and restricting travel from seven (later revised to six) Muslim- 

majority countries. This followed a campaign statement: “Donald J. Trump is calling for a total 

and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's representatives 

can figure out what is going on.” The ban flies in the face of America’s history as a welcoming 

country. Refugees are already subjected to a rigorous, multi-year vetting process by American 

intelligence and national security agencies prior to entering the United States. We oppose a 

travel ban of the kind initiated by President Trump. 

 

Border Wall: The Trump Administration has called on Congress to fund construction of a wall on 

the U.S. border with Mexico, estimated to cost between $20 and $70 billion. Apart from the cost, 

building President Trump’s wall, rooted in his campaign rhetoric, could significantly damage our 

relationship with Mexico, the United States’ third largest trading partner. There is bipartisan 

support for sensible immigration reform, but President Trump’s wall is not the way forward. As 

one Republican member of Congress recently put it, the wall is “a third-century solution to a 21st- 

century problem.” We advocate against appropriating funds to build President Trump’s 

border wall and support policies that enhance a mutually beneficial relationship with Mexico. 

 

Russia: American intelligence agencies have agreed that the Russian government directed an 

effort to hack and release e-mails of American political actors, with the intent to undermine and 

influence the 2016 presidential election. Russia has pursued similar campaigns to disrupt the 

elections of our European allies and partners. Russia continues to subvert U.S. interests globally, 

has attacked and supports separatist movements in Ukraine, and annexed Crimea. We advocate 

for the U.S., in tandem with our allies, to maintain or expand measures including sanctions to 

deter and constrain Russian aggression and to support steps to safeguard American electoral 

systems going forward. 
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Iran Deal: In July 2015, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), also known as the Iran 

Nuclear Deal, was agreed among Iran, the P5+1 (the five permanent members of the UN Security 

Council plus Germany) and the European Union. The agreement forced Iran to accept restrictions 

on its nuclear program and a strict new inspections regime, in exchange for sanctions relief. 

President Trump has threatened to “tear up” the deal. We ask members of Congress to 

prioritize preserving the JCPOA so long as Iran continues to abide by its obligations, and to 

oppose measures that unnecessarily risk eroding it or resulting in conflict with Iran. 

 

Paris Climate Agreement: Scientists agree that global warming caused by human activity has 

led to rising sea levels, increasingly intense tropical storms, droughts, and other harmful effects. 

Americans are increasingly alarmed by the threat of climate change. A June 2017 Reuters/Ipsos 

poll found 68 percent of Americans want the United States to lead global efforts to slow climate 

change, and 72 percent agree "that given the amount of greenhouse gases that it produces, the 

United States should take aggressive action to slow global warming." President Trump has stated 

his intention to withdraw the U.S. from the Paris Agreement on climate change, undermining 

American global leadership and American companies creating clean energy jobs. We advocate 

for the U.S. to re-join the Paris Agreement and play a global leadership role in tackling climate 

change. 

 

Commitment to NATO: President Trump wavered in his support for NATO and our European 

allies, questioning the relevance of NATO and initially refusing to affirm the U.S. commitment to 

NATO’s Article 5 provision for collective defense. We ask Congress to affirm our Article 5 

commitment to our European allies and partners, including Eastern European countries most 

threatened by Russia, and take steps to strengthen the NATO alliance. 

 

Global Gag Rule:  On January 23, 2017, the Trump Administration reinstated and expanded the 

Mexico City Policy, to require foreign non-governmental organizations to certify that they will not 

use their own funds to provide information, referrals, or services for legal abortion or to advocate 

for access to abortion services in their own country as a condition of receiving U.S. assistance. 

The expanded policy now applies to “global health assistance furnished by all departments or 

agencies.” The practical effect is to reduce the availability of all health services – including 

related to HIV/AIDS, Zika, and Ebola research – for the world’s most vulnerable men and women. 

Given the significant expansion in scope, the State Department committed to conducting a 

“thorough and comprehensive” six-month review of the impact of the policy on all covered 

programs on May 15th, 2017. We ask Congress to preserve funding to health organizations 

that discuss abortion as an option for women, including providers of family planning services. 

2



Democracy and Human Rights: The United States is founded on the principle that all men and 

women are created equal and endowed with inalienable rights. Democratic governments are less 

likely to engage in aggression and launch attacks against the U.S., their neighbors, or their own 

people. They are less likely to become breeding grounds for instability, extremism, terrorism, and 

forced migration. The U.S. can play an important role in encouraging political, economic, and 

social reforms, particularly among partner states. We advocate for the U.S. to elevate support for 

democracy and human rights in U.S. bilateral and multilateral diplomacy. 

 

Human Trafficking: The International Labor Organization (ILO) estimates that around 21 million 

people globally are victims of human trafficking for the purpose of commercial sexual 

exploitation or forced labor. The U.S. Department of State estimates that 14,500 to 17,500 people 

are trafficked into the United States each year. Modern slavery is estimated to be the third-largest 

international crime industry, ranking only behind illegal drugs and arms, and earning roughly 

US$150 billion a year for traffickers globally. The Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization 

Act (TVPRA), which provides a framework for countering human trafficking, was first passed in 

2000 and has been reauthorized four times. We support efforts to strengthen and supplement 

the TVPRA to further prioritize human trafficking among U.S. international policy goals. 

 

Fighting Corruption: The bipartisan Cardin-Lugar anti-corruption legislation, enacted in 2010 as 

Section 1504 of the Dodd-Frank reform bill, requires that oil, gas, and mining companies listed on 

U.S. stock exchanges disclose their royalties and other payments to foreign governments. History 

shows that mineral revenues can breed corruption, leading to poverty, hunger, and instability, 

with consequences for American national security. Transparency measures can mitigate these 

risks. A measure to repeal the legislation was passed by Congress and signed by President 

Trump on February 14, 2017. We ask members of Congress to vote to restore the bipartisan 

Cardin-Lugar anti-corruption legislation. 

 

Cuba:  In 2015 and 2016, the Obama administration restored diplomatic ties with Cuba and took 

incremental steps to reduce restrictions on American commerce and travel. In June 2017, 

President Trump announced a modest rollback of that opening. Cuba’s repressive political 

regime and military- dominated economy have not been improved by the embargo, but the 

Cuban people may be influenced positively as the country broadens engagement with American 

institutions. According to Pew Research polling conducted in December 2015, 75% of Americans 

support the opening to Cuba and 73% support lifting the U.S trade embargo against the country. 

We advocate for the U.S. to maintain and explore expanding diplomatic, commercial, and 

tourism ties with Cuba. 
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Weapon Sales to Saudi Arabia: The Saudi Arabian government has repeatedly failed to take 

steps to prevent civilian casualties from its air strikes in Yemen and to alleviate humanitarian 

suffering in the country, exacerbating a crisis that has placed millions of Yemenis on the brink of 

starvation. In May 2017, the Trump Administration announced a package of deals representing 

$110 billion in arms sales to Saudi Arabia. We support conditioning the sale of new arms to 

Saudi Arabia on steps to prevent civilian casualties and alleviate humanitarian suffering in 

Yemen. 

 

Authorization for the Use of Military Force: Nearly 16 years after the passage of the 2001 

Authorization of the Use of Military Force (AUMF), the U.S. fight against those responsible for the 

September 11th attacks has been expanded to numerous terrorist organizations and countries. 

The 2001 AUMF has no sunset provision. In effect, Congress has ceded its Constitutional 

authority to authorize military action and define its scope. We support the replacement of the 

outdated 2001 AUMF with a new AUMF, which more clearly defines the scope of military 

action and enhances congressional oversight. 

 

United Nations: The FY2018 International Affairs budget significantly cuts U.S. funding for the 

UN, including our contributions for global peacekeeping efforts. When the U.S. fails to fully fund 

UN peacekeeping, it increases the risk that American service members will be deployed instead. 

Polling in 2016 by Public Opinion Strategies and Hart Research Associates showed that 67% of 

Americans support paying our dues to the UN on time and in full; 70% support fully funding 

peacekeeping dues. We support fully funding the U.S. dues to the United Nations. 

 

Non-proliferation:  For over three decades, Democrats and Republicans have agreed that 

nonproliferation and arms control of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and materials are 

critical to U.S. and global security. From the first START treaty proposed by President Reagan to 

President Obama's Nuclear Security Summit process and New START, the U.S. has led initiatives 

to decrease nuclear stockpiles and lock down nuclear materials. Together with the international 

community, the U.S. created and supports a network of organizations, including the International 

Atomic Energy Agency, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, the Biological 

Weapons Convention International Support Unit and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 

Treaty Organization. The Trump administration’s budget recklessly proposes to cut funding for 

these efforts. Recent legislation proposed to “restrict funding for the preparatory commission for 

the comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty,” which monitors nuclear tests around the world.  

We ask Congress to maintain or increase funds for nuclear, chemical, and biological 

nonproliferation and arms control programs. 
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Military Service: The diversity of our military servicemembers is a source of national strength. In 

2010, Congress passed the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act, allowing LGBT members of the 

military to serve openly. In December 2015, Secretary of Defense Ash Carter announced that all 

combat roles would be open to women. In June 2016, Secretary Carter announced that 

transgender recruits could serve openly. In January 2017, the U.S. Army announced that 

accommodations could be made for servicemembers who wear beards, turbans, or hijabs for 

religious reasons. According to a recent RAND report, these changes have had “no significant 

effect on unit cohesion, operational effectiveness, or readiness.” The Trump Administration has 

released an order to ban transgender troops from serving in the military. By a 68-27 margin, 

Americans support transgender troops serving in the military. Total healthcare costs for 

transgender troops are estimated to be $2.4-8.4 million. We ask Congress to ensure that all 

individuals who meet required standards are allowed to serve in the U.S. military. 

 

Extreme Hunger: Development experts agree that the world can end extreme hunger by 2030. 

We have cut hunger in half since 1990. The U.S. provides food and agriculture development 

assistance to countries through initiatives such as Feed the Future and legislated programs like 

Food for Peace. It also works through international organizations – such as the U.N. Food and 

Agriculture Organization and the U.N. World Food Program – to deliver, provide, and implement 

humanitarian aid and related assistance. Today, four countries – Yemen, Somalia, South Sudan, 

and Nigeria – face potential famine conditions in what the UN has labeled the greatest 

humanitarian crisis since World War II. We ask Congress to maintain or increase U.S. assistance 

to end extreme hunger. 

 

Gender Equality: The State Department’s Office of Global Women’s Issues coordinates American 

diplomatic efforts to promote gender equality, prevent violence against women, and engage 

women in peacebuilding efforts. Some members of Congress have voiced concerns that, as part of 

the pending State Department re-organization, the Office for Global Women’s Issues and its 

Ambassador-at-large would be eliminated and its functions abandoned by the State Department. 

We ask Congress to maintain or increase State Department-led efforts to promote gender 

equality and women’s empowerment. 

 

North Korea:  North Korea's nuclear program represents one of the gravest threats to the security 

of the U.S. and our allies. Since 2001, the program has advanced dramatically. Experts believe the 

country now has enough fissile material to create dozens of nuclear weapons. North Korea may 

also soon have an intercontinental ballistic missile capable of reaching the U.S. and carrying a 

miniaturized nuclear weapon. A military conflict with North Korea could result in the deaths of at 

least several hundred thousand people, including thousands of U.S. service members and civilians 

stationed in South Korea. We advocate for an approach that includes bilateral and multilateral 

diplomatic efforts with the goal of negotiating a halt and eventual rollback of North Korea’s 

nuclear program. 
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